The whole book is a kind of practical commentary on this motto; for it contains the minute details of 123 cases, connected by general observations on the diseases of which they are instances. Such an arrangement unquestionably presents many advantages, but inseparable from it are several inconveniences which greatly detract from its usefulness. No clear description is given of any affection, but its peculiarities have to be learnt by the somewhat tedious process of reading several cases. The particulars of one case suggest remarks on one striking character of the disease, and, eight or ten pages farther on, another case suggests the addition of a new feature to the portrait. It thus happens that no adequate conception is formed of the subject as a whole, from its not being repre- sented, except in parts. Another defect, traceable to the same cause, is, that the author's remarks are too often merely suggestive, and his descriptions so brief, that, though their truthfulness would at once be recognized by those who are already familiar with their subjects, they are frequently little more than allusions which would be wholly inadequate to teach the inexperienced. But, though these circumstances somewhat limit the utility of this work, it will yet fully repay an attentive perusal, since it contains very much practical information, gathered, not from the writings of others, but from personal observation at the bed-side of the sick.
The book commences with some remarks on the frequency of diseases of the cerebral system, on their diagnosis and treatment. The author then passes to the consideration of the special diseases of the brain, which he has arranged under the following heads: "1, Congestion, irritation of the brain (febris cephalica) ; 2, Apoplexy ; 3, Inflammation of the brain (encephalitis and meningitis) ; "4, Acute hydrocephalus ; 5, Hypertrophy of the brain; 6, Atrophy of the brain; 7, Chronic hydrocephalus; 8, Tubercle of the brain; 9, Softening of the brain; 10, Cerebral convulsions." (p. 12.) Cerebral congestion. This, though not in strict propriety an independent disease, is yet so frequent an attendant on the different maladies of childhood, as to merit a separate examination of its causes and symptoms.
Its frequency is so great, that Dr. Mauthner observed it in 186 out of 229 children who had died of various diseases. In a large proportion of these cases it occurred in all probability in the very article of death, 1840.] Brain and Spinal Marrow in Children. 383 which tends to empty the arterial and gorge the venous vessels throughout the whole system. In the course of various diseases, however, and under various circumstances, the brain may become overloaded with blood, as the result of an exaggerated or an enfeebled activity in the cerebral vessels and the vascular system in general. On In that form which is connected with rickets, absorbents and rhubarb with preparations of iron, and a properly regulated diet continued for months, are often very useful. Cold sponging of the surface is frequently of service, but in consequence of the tendency to perspiration about the head care should be taken not to leave it quite bare, but it should be constantly covered with a light cap.
In the active form of the disease, whatever might tend to excite the brain must be avoided, while the long-continued use of the iodide of potassium has been found beneficial. Warm pediluvia and the occasional application of small blisters to the back have likewise been of service. 
